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£6,000 — £8,000
SIZE
120 × 100 × 5 cm

MATERIAL
Acrylic on canvas

SOPHIE VON HELLERMANN is best known for her largescale, romantic, pastel-washed canvases, which are
often installed to suggest complex narratives. Applying
pure pigment on to un-primed canvas, Hellermann uses
broad-brushed washes to imbue her pictures with
a sense of weightlessness so that objects and figures
are spread with ease and economy across the picture
plane. The subject matter of her paintings draws upon
current affairs as often and as fluidly as they borrow
from the imagery of classical mythology and literature
to create expansive imaginary places. Translating
and combining both found and imagined images into
paint with spontaneity and gesture, she explores
the invented space of the unconscious rather than the
perspectival space of direct observation. She says,
‘what interests me is how the mind works and how dream
images come together from things you’ve seen, read,
and experienced both years ago and yesterday.’
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